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The  Angora  rahhit   is  too    small  for  practical  use   in  meat  pro- 
duction (its  weight  at  maturity   is  only  6  pounds),    and  its   skin  has 
little  value  in   the  fur  trade,   "but   as  it  produces  a  wool   that   is  an 
article  of  commerce,   Angora  raising,    if   conducted  carefully  and  con- 
servatively,   has   a  proper  plp.ce   in  agricultural  production.      It   is  not 
a  get-rich-quick   enterprise,    fortunes   such  as   those  promised  "by   some 
promoters  will  not  "be  realized  from  it. 

The  feeding,  housing,  and  "breeding  practices  used  in  raising  other 
ra'bbits  are  also  recommended  to  Angora  producers.  Special  considerations 
are   outlined  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

The  wool,    which  grows   in  a  year  to   a  length  of   5   to  8   inches,    or 
in  3  months   to  a  length  of  2   l/2  to   3  l/2   inches,    is  usually  clipped 
four  times  a  year,    the  weight   of   each  clipping  varying  from  2  to  3  ounces. 
The  greatest   quantity   of  wool  is  produced  in  winter.     At   this   season  as 
much  as  l/4-inch   should  "be  left  undipped  to  protect   the   ra"b"bit  against 
cold. 

The  most    satisfactory  Angora  wool  producers  are  bucks  and  unraated 
does.     Pregnant  does   should  not  "be  clipped  on   the  belly  as  the  wool   there 
is   required  for  lining  the  nest. 

Grooming   is  not   necessary  during  the   first   two  months   after  clip- 
ping,   and  in  many  cases  the  animal  is  groomed  only  immediately  before 
clipping. 

Shearing   should  be  done   carefully,    and  the   different   grades  of 
wool   should  be  put   into    separate   containers. 

The  Angora-wool   raiser  should  familiarize  himself  with  the 
grades  in  greatest   demand  and  the  current  prices.      White   is  by  far  the 
most  desirable  color.      As  a  rule,    manufacturers  purchase  wool  in 
quantity  and  are  not   interested  in  1-  or  2-pound  lots. 


